188                     STALIN'S LADDER
by the infuriated peasants who had been thus betrayed
into the hands of the authorities.
An account of this wave of terrorism, giving facts
and statistics of a most startling nature, was recently
published by the Soviet government. The circulation
of the volume, which was entitled "The Struggle Be-
tween Classes and Criminality" was limited to a small
number of officials for their private information and
guidance. Not a word of mention of the work was made
to the public.
What one of these death raids by an infuriated
peasant mob upon a government agent, or commissar,
is like was pictured to me by a man who had been
through such an experience. My informant, not yet
thirty, was already suffering from a heart ailment that
might cut his life short at any moment. I interviewed
him at a sanatorium in the Crimea where he was a
patient. I quote his story verbatim:
"There was a grain shortage in a number of big
cities and the Communist Party sent out brigades of
party workers into the various provinces to prevail
upon the peasants to part with their grain hoardings,
for a price, to the government. I headed such a brigade.
My territory was in a section where the government
had had considerable trouble before and I was in-
structed to proceed as carefully as possible, to give
the peasants time and to resort to no threats.
"I was going from village to village holding meet-
ings of the peasants, laying the government's demands